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NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION WEEK AND INTERNATIONAL FOETAL ALCOHOL 
SPECTRUM DISORDERS AWARENESS DAY 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 
HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Child Protection) [3.08 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house about two important events occurring this week. Firstly, National Child Protection Week commenced 
on Sunday and runs through to 13 September; and, secondly, today, 9 September, is International Foetal Alcohol 
Spectrum Disorders Awareness Day. 

National Child Protection Week is celebrated across Australia each year to increase community awareness and 
understanding of the importance of reducing the incidence of child abuse and neglect in Australia. Despite great 
efforts by all levels of government, preventing child abuse and neglect continues to be a challenge in all 
Australian jurisdictions. The government remains committed to protecting the safety and wellbeing of our 
children, as demonstrated through increasing the department’s overall budget to $624.7 million in 2014–15, an 
increase of $33.5 million or 5.7 per cent compared with $591.2 million in 2013–14. In carrying out their 
statutory role, the department’s child protection workers use the Signs of Safety child protection practice 
framework, which places families in the centre of assessment, planning and responsibility for the safety of their 
children. The Signs of Safety child protection framework was developed in the 1990s in Western Australia by 
Andrew Turnell and Steve Edwards in collaboration with more than 150 child protection workers. It is now 
successfully implemented in more than 100 jurisdictions in 17 countries, including Denmark, Sweden, Finland, 
the Netherlands, Belgium, Austria, Luxembourg, Scotland, England, Ireland, Northern Ireland, Wales, the USA, 
Japan, New Zealand and Australia, and, more recently, in the province of Alberta. 

Everyone has a role to play in protecting children and young people from abuse and neglect. By educating the 
community and having a shared understanding of the need to support vulnerable families and take action when 
necessary, we can all help to build a safety net for our children. Child Protection Week also provides the 
opportunity to acknowledge the invaluable role foster and respite carers, grandparents, relative carers, the 
department’s child protection workers and other support agencies play in protecting children. Across the state, 
the Department for Child Protection and Family Support’s 17 district offices are hosting a wide range of 
community-based events, activities and information sessions. These activities will acknowledge children and 
young people as valued members of the community and highlight the many services that are available to help 
families. 

The second event this week is International Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders Awareness Day. This day is yet 
another reminder of the importance of avoiding alcohol during the nine months of pregnancy. Children born with 
FASD face lifelong complications, from birth defects to abnormal brain function, developmental delays and 
behavioural problems, and the real tragedy is that these disabilities are entirely preventable. The National Health 
and Medical Research Council guidelines send a clear message to women who are planning a pregnancy, already 
pregnant or breastfeeding that not drinking is the safest option. Despite important world-class work being done 
to prevent FASD in Western Australia, the simple fact is that it is difficult to ascertain exactly how prevalent it is 
in our community. Many cases are not properly identified until children enter the school system.  
I am pleased to report that we are making a difference. Evidence-based public education campaigns are having 
an impact in raising awareness in the broader community of the health benefits of avoiding alcohol while 
pregnant. One such campaign, situated in the Drug and Alcohol Office, has also had impressive results within 
the Indigenous community. The Strong Spirit Strong Future — Promoting Healthy Women and Pregnancies 
project used a culturally secure social media campaign to promote positive family messages. The campaign was 
complemented by workforce development initiatives and community resources spreading the “no grog, thanks” 
message. Among the results were that 90 per cent of respondents in a post-campaign evaluation reported being 
aware that no alcohol was the safest choice while pregnant or breastfeeding; 60 per cent reported having changed 
their behaviour; and almost 700 people across 10 regions completed training that included strategies for 
preventing FASD. 
Events such as National Child Protection Week and International Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders Awareness 
Day provide an opportunity to remind parents, families and communities that there are supports and services 
available to improve their capacity to care for their children. One of the services provided by the Department for 
Child Protection and Family Support is the responsible parenting service for at-risk families to develop their 
parenting skills. The parent support service provides up to six months’ home visiting casework support to hard-
to-reach parents of school-aged children, where there are antisocial, criminal or truancy issues at home. The 
service focuses on increasing parenting capacity and parental responsibility for their child or young person’s 
behaviour. Another program, Best Beginnings, works with parents of babies from zero to two years of age to 
improve health and wellbeing and to build family functioning and social connectedness. The program is 
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delivered over the first two years of the child’s life and targets parents with risk factors such as teenage 
pregnancy, family violence and mental health issues. 

The safety of children and young people is paramount. I encourage all of us to continue to do all we can to raise 
awareness about services that are available to families to prevent and reduce the incidence of child abuse and 
neglect in our community.  
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